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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 February 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 7-10, 12-14, 16-17, 19, 21-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being unpatentable by Morgan et al (US 6,608,453). 

Regarding claim 1 , Morgan discloses a control system for automated lights (40A- 
40C), comprising: a controller (22) having an output signal comprising a plurality of 
channels transmitted repeatedly in sequence', at least one addressable receiver for 
operating an automated light, the receiver being connected to the controller and 
arranged to receive at least some of the channels; wherein the controller is arranged to 
encode instruction for the or each receiver and send each encoded instruction using a 
predetermined number of consecutive channels of the output signal, the predetermined 
number being at least two; and wherein the receiver is arranged to combine information 
received from the predetermined number of consecutive channels to form one encoded 
instruction, decode the encoded instruction, and operate the automated light on the 
basis of the decoded instruction. See figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to col. 17, lines 1-56. 

Regarding claim 2, Morgan discloses that, the receiver comprises a memory; the 
encoded instruction refers to a location in said memory; and the receiver is arranged to 
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decode the instruction by accessing the referred memory point. See col.7, lines 45-67 to 
col. 12, lines 1-53. 

Regarding claim 3. Morgan discloses that, the encoded instruction corresponds 
to an entry in a database and the receiver is arranged to decode the encoded 
instruction by accessing the database. See figures 2 and 4. 

Regarding claim 4. Morgan discloses that, the controller is arranged to encode 
the instruction such that one channel of the consecutive channels contains information 
regarding which attribute of the automated light is to be controlled, and the other 
channel or channels continuous information regarding how that attribute is to be set. 
See figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to col. 16, lines 1-67. 

Regarding claims 5, 10, 14, 17 and 28, Morgan discloses that, the predetermined 
number of consecutive channels. See figures 2-4. 

Regarding claims 7, 12, 16, 19, 21-22, 27, 29 and 30, Morgan discloses that, the 
controller is arranged to transmit the output signal in accordance with the DMX protocol. 
See col. 14, lines 1-32. 

Regarding claim 8. Morgan discloses that, the encoded instruction corresponds 
to an entry in a database and the receiver is arranged to decode the encoded 
instruction by accessing the database. See figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to col. 16, lines 
1-67. 

Regarding claim 9, Morgan discloses that, the controller (22) is arranged to 
encode the instruction such that one channel of the consecutive channels contains 
information regarding which attribute of the automated light is to be controlled, and the 
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other channel or channels contains information regarding how that attribute is to be set. 
See figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to col. 16, lines 1-67. 

Regarding claim 13, Morgan discloses the controller is arranged to encode the 
instruction such that one channel of the consecutive channels contains information 
regarding which attribute of the automated light is to be controlled, and the other 
channel or channels contains information regarding how that attribute is to be set. See 
figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to col. 16, lines 1-67. 

Regarding claim 23, Morgan discloses that, a receiver arranged to receive an 
output signal comprising a plurality of channels transmitted repeatedly in sequence from 
a controller and operate the automated light on the basis of instructions received in the 
output signal; wherein the receiver is arranged to receive at least two consecutive 
channels for each instruction and combine the information received from all of the at 
least two channels to determine each instruction. See figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to 
col. 17, lines 1-56. 

Regarding claim 24, Morgan discloses an encoding an instruction at a controller; 
sending a data packet comprising a series of channels from the controller to a receiver, 
the encoded instruction being sent as a predetermined number of two or more channels 
of the data packet; receiving the data packet at the receiver; combining the information 
contained in the predetermined number of consecutive channels at the receiver so as to 
determine the encoded instruction; decoding the instruction; and controlling the light in 
accordance with the instruction. See figures 1-4, col.5, lines 10-67 to col. 17, lines 1-56. 
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Regarding claims 25-26, Morgan discloses the receiver comprises a memory; the 
encoded instruction refers to a location in said memory; and the receiver decodes the 
instruction by accessing the referred memory point. See figures 2-4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 6, 11, 15, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over by Morgan et al (US 6,608,453) in view of Lys et al (US 
2005/0062440). 

Regarding claims 6, 11, 15, 18 and 20, Morgan does not disclose each channel 
can be set to any one of 256 values. However, Lys discloses each channel can be set 
to any one of 256 values. See col. 3, lines [0060] to [0061}. 

It would have been an obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ each channel can be set to any one of 256 values such 
as that suggested by Lys in lighting system of Mogan in order to provide a high light 
level for each automated lights. 



Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sugden (US 5,406,176) and Lys et al (US 6,777,891 ) show a 
lighting control system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Minh A whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 -2:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong, can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 



272-1553. 
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